east bay friends of SW2CC 


2727 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, California 94702 


EAST BAY FRIENDS OF SNCC IS MOVING: 
As of February Ist, we Will be installed in a new location - 2727 San Pablo Ave. 
Our phone number will be the same: 549 - 0593. 


1966 FINANCIAL REPORT 
East Bay FoSNCC's gross income for 1966 was almost $13,000. Below is a break- 
down of the major sources. We sent our 1965 CO-OP refund to the Poor People's Corpora- 
tion and $5900 to Atlanta. We spent $180 for shipping clothes to the South. Office expendi- 
tures are also itemized below. (Expenditures exceed income because we began the year 
with money in the bank) 
GROSS INCOME EXPENDITURES 
$ 6400 mailed contributions $ 2300 mailings 
2000 parties, concerts 1100 office maintenance 
2000 CO-OP refund - 1965 1500 fund-raising expenses 
1100 CO-OP refund - 1966 $ 4900 
1300 other fund-raising activities 8080 to the South 
$12800 $12980° 


WHAT'S NEW IN DELANO? 

First, a plea, then some information, and in conclusion - A PLEA! Things are 
very rough in Delano now. The food supply has dwindled to a pitifully low state and there 
is a desperate need for money: for gas and communication; for orientation and arbitration. 


Larry Itliong, Ass't Chairman of the United Farm Workers Organizing Committee 
(UFWOC) was in town last week and shared with us the good and bad news from Delano. 
Perli-Minetti remains the huge stumbling block to strike progress with the Teamsters 
doing everything they can to undermine the influence of UFWOC. It becomes increasingly 
important that we all boycott P-M products, a list of which appeared in the previous news- 
letter (if in doubt, call the SNCC office). 

UFWOC is in the process of presenting proposals concerning their contract with 
DiGeorgio to arbitration. According to Mr. Itliong, it looks as though this dispute will be 
setiled before the end of this month. A grievance committee in the field has already been 
agreed upon, but wage increases and hiring hall procedures are still being discussed. 

he Central Labor Council has instituted a weekly Wednesday morning breakfast 
meeting (7 AM at the Hungry I in S. F.) for the purpose of discussing how best to support 
strike. 

A 4-week special project has been set up to help UFWOC over this particularly 
rough period. There is a small group of strike supporters making phone calls asking 
that everyone dig down a little farther and give a little extra this one time. It's a one- 
shot deal. No one will be called twice, not tomorrow nor next week. Please - YOU - 
give a little extra and call some friends so that they can do the same. Cec Levinson is 
going to Delano on Saturday morning, February ll with - she hopes - a large check for 
the strikers. Any donations, any suggestions as to how she can raise a large sum of money 
in a hurry will be greatly appreciated and you can share your ideas with her by calling 
TH 3 - 4363. Send checks to the SNCC office or to Cec at 2512 McGee Ave., Berkeley. 
(For further information on Delano and a number of fund-raising events planned, see 
the mimeo'ed insert) 

HELP WANTED: 
If you still have any ¢¢¢ left, pick up a copy of Flatlands. This sorely needed 
newspaper is in danger of going under. Volunteers to work on the paper also are needed. 


peRKeLeY FREE parse 
Ed 6 


SNCC STAFF MEETING--DECEMBER 1966 


At the last staff meeting of SNCC in New York State, it was decided 
by the staff that the decision making positions in the Committee will be 
all black. This is an extension of the concept of Black Power-that 
Negroes work with but not be dependent on whites. Whites still occupy 
positions in the administration of SNCC, and there is no feeling among 
the white members that this represented an attempt to push them out, as 
was reported in the Sinday Ramparts. 

The members of SNCC are now planning to build programs and 
strategy for organizing in the ghettos of northern cities. This isa 
difficult period for SNCC because it must define in action the energies 
and impetus it has released through the raising of the Black Power 
issue. SNCC is looking for creative ways of dealing politically with 
the subjection of black people in the United States. 


east bay friends of SCC 
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NOTES FROM OUR FRIENDS.... 


Dear Friends of SNCC-- just afew lines to let you know that we are still here trying to 
struggle on and that we still need the help from you all... It is a slow go, but we have 
not given up. Weare trying to get started on the election which is coming up in Novem- 
ber. We are running Negroes for sheriff, superintendent, also for supervisor and tax 
assessor, and we need paper, envelopes, staples... Please help us again along this 
struggle. We the people of Holly Springs Project, Freedom, Mrs. Rita Walker. 

* oe * 


Dear Friends-- Our sincere thanks for the recent check that you sent to our office 
and also for clothing that East Bay Freinds of SNCC donated to the strikers here in 
Delano. As you may know, the support of our friends has meant a great deal to the 
families whose sacrifices will ultimately win this struggle.... 


We have been on strike now for over a year and a half. While we have won several 
significant victories, we are in reality only beginning the long task of organizing into 
a strong, effective democratic union. The system that has made our lives a deadly 
brutalizing experience of impoverishment still uses and abuses the campesinos. We 
feel that those who have shared our experiences of suffering or seen under what circum - 
stances we live will share with us the concern and understanding that is needed to keep 
our Cause strong.... With warm regards and hopes for the growth of peace and social 
justice, VIVA LA HUELGA! Cesar Lk. Chaves ar oan Sa a 
aoe Sh : 


* * 


Atlanta-- a note from Myrtle Glasgoe who has been working in rural Arkansas since 
the summer of 1965-- ...I'm planning to go to work as soon as my health is 
straightened out. I may be doing campus traveling with Bob Smith, or working toward 
the 1967 elections probably with Mrs. Hamer. [I'll keep you posted.... I'm here in 
Atlanta to get some medical treatment, and to attend our first set of program work- 
shops which are really great, mformative-- people making sense in lots of ways. We 
now have to get to the nitty gritty and put things into action. Say hi to FOSNCC for me. 
* * * 


Staff meeting-- Denise Reeves who staffs the East Bay FOSNCC office has just returned 
from Atlanta. She reports on a SNCC workshop she attended: The Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee is presently engaged in intense internal evaluation and educa- 
tion. In keeping with this trend the entire month of February was devoted to staff work- 
shops. One of the most interesting and challenging was the cultural workshop. Most 

of SNCC's previous cultural emphasis has been on writing and music. The internal 
dialogue of the workshop was concerned with finding new means of expanding the cultur - 
al emphasis into areas such as art, theatre, dance, religion, and folklore. 

people comprise the only éthnic group which 

itself and its culture, 


’ 
to preserve and enhance present aspects 
* * * 


The SNCC BIRTHDAY PARTY BENEFIT is this SUNDAY. We ask our friends to help 
sell tickets. Even if you cannot attend, buy a ticket as a donation to SNCG* * * 


SPECIAL ELECTIONS in Sunflower, Mississippi - April, 1967 


"A Negro citizen, because of a pattern and practice of racial discrimination, 
has been denied the right to register to vote. After she registers pursuant 
to a Federal Court order, she will be denied the right to vote in a municipal 
election because she has failed to pay poll taxes for two preceding years and 
because she has not registered within the time allowed by state law - a dead- 
line two months prior to the Federal Court order permitting her to register. 
Does she have standing to bring a class action on behalf of Negro voters 
similarly situated to enjoin the municipal election? We hold she does and 
reverse the holding of the District Court to the contrary. Could and should 
the District Court have enjoined the election? We hold that the District 
Court erred in failing to do so. Finally, under the special circumstances 

of this case, we remand to the District Court with instructions to set aside 
the election it shoul¢ * ; Nv enjoined." 


With this terse opening, the United Sta..s Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit on March 11, 1966 
handed down its historic decision setting aside municipal elections in Sunflower Town, Sunflower County 
Mississippi and ordered the lower United States District C t to arrange for the holding of new elections. 
These elections will take place in March or April, 1967. ©.. October 9, 1966 the United States Supreme 
Court affirmed the decision by refusing to consider the State of Mississippi's application for review. 

This unprecedented decision has opened the way for an electoral victory in the Town of Sun- 
flower - for Negroes now constitute an absolute majority of registered voters - creating for the first 
time since Reconstruction a municipal government representative of and responsive to the Negro major- 
ity residing there. Such a victory would have great organizational and inspirational impact upon the 
1967 countywide Sunflower elections , (Negroes constitute 60.6% of the voting age population but only about 
14% are now registered) as well as on the cov~’ elections taking place throughout the State of Mississippi. 
There are at least 62 towns and cities iu Mississ. >i where Negro citizens constitute a majority of the 
voting population, and throughout the So::%. the Sunflower situation can be reproduced by the hundreds. 

An electoral victory in Sunflower w ald represent a staggering blow to that arch representative of racism, 
Senator James O. Eastland, who o: ns a 5, 800 acre plantation in that County. 

It was the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) which initiated the suit that ultimately 
resulted in the circuit court's setting aside the municipal election. In preparation for the new elections 
Sunflower Town MFDP took a census of the Negro community in order to understand fully the problems 
of the community and to have an accurate picture of their voting strength. The census revealed how des- 
parately the community needs a representative government sensitive to its problems. 40% of the Negro 
families interviewed were on welfare. The monthly income of this group averaged $52.45. 70% of the 
adults interviewed were unemployed. Of the 30% who were employed, the median income was $24. 33 
a week, The median number of school years completed by Negro adults in the town of Sunflower was 4. 8. 

These facts are areflection of economic conditions in the county. Most Negroes there works the 
cotton fields of the plantation owners. Negro :ield hands make 30¢ an hour. There is no provision for 
alternative employment when cotton choppin jo!’s fall off. Between 250 and 1960 a 50% drop in agri- 
cultural jobs resulted in mass unemployment, the intensification of poverty and the migration of one 
fifth of the population from the county. Negro women can make $2.50 working in the kitchens of whites. 

The Federal Governement is not playing a positive role in Sunflower County. So far the Justice 
Department has refused to assigh mobile Federal registrars there. The Office of Economic Opportunity 
has granted Sunflower County $27,000 for a Community Action Program. However, the first adminis- 
trator of the program was Bryce Alexander, the former police chief of Indianola. Alexander stated ina 
deposition taken by MFDP lawyers during the Congressional Challenge of 1965 that he had broken up 
voter registration meetings and arrested civil rights workers in Indianola. The appointment of such an 
obvious symbol of past terror and degredation served as a warning to weak Negroes that any involvement 
in civil rights would mean automatic exclusion from the program - a warning which has not lost its effect 
because of Alexander's recent replacement by another representative of the Mississippi power structure. 

Past history and current events justify the expectation thet Eastland's supporters will not of their 
own accord permit the holding of a free untrammeled election in Sunflower. The application of economic 
coercion and physical terror upon independent voters is a certainty. 

SNCC is supporting the Negro voters of Sunflower in their municipal election campaign. The main 
aid supporters in the North can render is to speak or write to their Congressmen asking them to: 1) do 
everything in their power to assure the assignment of Federal registrars and official election observers 
to Sunflower County; 2) go to Sunflower County, together with other community leaders as members of 
"watchdog" committees; 3) demand of the relevant Federal agencies, including the Office of Economic 
Opportunity, that they assure that Welfare and such other services funded by the Federal government, 
not be employed by the Eastland forces to coerce the voters of Sunflower. 


